
	
 
TITLE: “Trefoil Looking Glass” (Deaccession 2023.0421.01) 

ARTIST: ESTAR(SER), with special acknowledgment to the Committee on Vitreous Phenomena (Justin 

Ginsberg and Anna Riley) 
YEAR: year of manufacture unknown; deaccessioned from the “Frye Trunk” in 2023 

MEDIUM: glass (conveyed with a bespoke stand of wrought iron and wood) 

SIZE: 4.5in X 4.5in X 2in (11.5cm X 11.5cm X 5cm) 
PRICE: $2000 

 
ABOUT ESTAR(SER): The “Esthetical Society for Transcendental and Applied Realization (now 

incorporating the Society of Esthetic Realizers)” is an established body of independent scholars and 

amateurs who work collectively to recover, scrutinize, and (where relevant) draw attention to the historicity 
of the so-called Avis Tertia, or “Order of the Third Bird.” Associates of ESTAR(SER) have presented their 

work at a variety of institutions over the years, including Manifesta 11 (Zurich), Palais de Tokyo (Paris), 
MoMA PS1 (New York City), the 33rd São Paulo Biennial (2018), and the Institut für Raumexperimente 

(Berlin). For more information, consider: Burnett, Hansen, and Smith, In Search of the Third Bird (London: 

Strange Attractor, 2021). www.estarser.net  
 

ABOUT THIS WORK: This piece was part of THE THIRD, MEANING, an ESTAR(SER) exhibition at the Frye 
Art Museum from October 2022 to October 2023, where it was presented as having been found in “The 

Frye Trunk,” a diverse collation of “Birdish” materiel and archives, seemingly indicating longstanding 

Avian communities in the Seattle area. Details of the object, and its acquisition by ESTAR(SER), are 
published in “The Frye Trunk: Opening a ‘Pandora’s Box’ in the Archives of Attention,” Proceedings of 

the Esthetical Society for Transcendental and Applied Realization, New Series VIII, Supplement (2022). 



That monograph has been included with the object in its conveyance to the Frye in December of 2023, 

but it reads in relevant part as follows: 

 

 
 
It had been the intention of the researchers of ESTAR(SER) to fold the entirety of the Frye Trunk and its 

contents into the “W-Cache,” the extensive collection of Bird source matter and material culture of which 
ESTAR(SER) is the custodian.  However, it is the obligation of the “Committee on Holdings (W-Cache 

Subcommittee)” vigilantly to assess (and to reassess) the authenticity and provenance of every object in 

the collection, in view of the long history of pranks and malfeasance by (presumed) associates of the Avis 
Tertia.  

 
In November of 2023, this Committee met, and determined that the “Trefoil Looking Glass” shown at the 

Frye in 2022-2023 is in fact an extraordinarily skilled forgery of an original, now lost.  For this reason, the 

object has been deaccessioned from ESTAR(SER)’s holdings, and was offered for sale to any interested 
party, in keeping with the practices of ESTAR(SER). It has been acquired by the Frye Art Museum itself.  


